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Noes.

Hon. A. Burvill * Hon. E. H. Harris
Hoo. J, Cornell | Hon. J. W. Hickey
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon, W, H. Kitson
Hon, J, Ewing Hou. H. S8eddon
Hon. E. H. Gray " Hon. T. Moore

’ (Telter).

Amendment thus passed.

Question, as amended, put and passed.

S
LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Minister’s explanation.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Before
moving the adjournment of the House T
wish to draw attention to the fact that notice
was given of my intention to ask for

leave to introduce a Bill to amend
the Licensing Act. Reference to the
Bill was omitted from the Notice

Paper, and I wish to have an assurance that
the Bill will be reinstated on the Notice
Paper for to-morrow.

The PRESIDENT: That will be done.

House adjourned al 10.35 p.m.
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Pign
¢ Rajlway Extergion ... wes « PB4
R-.llvny Ia;:iproummh, Merredin ... e US4
matto ils e 2401
Bills : Fair Rents, 8=, we DABS
Closer Settlerment, Counoil's Amendments 2485
Appropristion, retirned e 2401
Forests Act Amendment, Coundil's Mma 2401
Traffic Act Amendment, Fecom. e 2401
Inspection of Buuold.lng. Council's Amend-
meéots - e . 2402
WOrkeru Oom ton Act A dment
returned ... 2494
Industrial Arbitration Act Ammdment-.
Council's Amendmenta ... 2494
Land Tax and Incoma Tn:. Council’s Mem.
age ... . "e o e 2608
The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p-m., and read prayers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

QUESTION—RAILWAY EXTENSION,

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Premier:
1, Has anything been arranged regarding
the requested extension by 10 miles of the
Wyalkatehem-Bencubbin-Merredin line! 2,
Is he aware that there are returned soldiers
in the Lake Grace-Goomarin area, and that
soin¢ of them are carting their produce 27
miles to the nearcst siding? 3§, Ta he also
aware that the origina)l setflers, other than
the returned soldiers, proved this district to
be a safe one, and that consequeuntly a re-
settlement of this partially abandoned area
is taking place, and that the re-settlers have
been waiting from 1£ to 14 vears for trans-
port facilities? 4, Will he go into this
serious lack of facilities and advise at as
early a date as possible whether steps will
be taken to bunild the extension asked for®

The PREMIER replied: 1, This exten-
sion has not yet been aunthorised by Parlia-
ment. 2, It is regretted that a number of
gettlers in this and other areas have long
distances over which they must cart pending
the construction of additional railwaya. 3,
The fact that the distriet is a saufe one is
known, and it is probable that a few settlera
have been waiting for a railway for a
lengthy period. 4, The matter will be ~on-
sidered.

QUESTION—RAILWAY IMPROVE-
MENTS, MERREDIN.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Has he inquired further info
the matter of the improvements go urgently
necessary at the railway junetion at Merre-
dint 2, If go, will be state at as early a
date as converient what is proposed to be
done, and, if anything is propesed, when
a gtart is likely to be made on the work?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the
Minister for Rajlways) replied: 1, The im-
provements Decesgary are known, but unfor-
tunately owing to the limited amount of
Loan money available nothing can be done
for the time being. The best use will be
made of the faclhties available. 2, An.
swered by No 1.

QUESTION—DRAINAGE, MERREDIN.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What proapect ie there of ob-
tammg the money necessary to make the
main drain at Merredint 2, As this is the
hest time to carry out the work, will he
expedite the matter?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1 and 2, The land required will be resumed
forthwith. It is regretied that it was not
possible on this year’s Estimates to provide
funds for the construction of the drain.
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BILL-—FAIR RENTS.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Couneil,

BILL—CLOSER SETTLEMENT.
Council’s Amendments.

Schedele of 33 amendments made by the
Countil now considered.

In Commilige.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Miniater for
Lands in charge of the Bill.

No. 1—Clause 2, Strike out ‘‘person,’’
in line § of Subelaunse 2, and insert *‘prac-
tieal farmer'’:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Bill
left this Chamber over three months ago,
and probably members have almost forgotten
its contents. We are mow ealled upon to
congider 33 amendments bearing on a Bill
of 16 clauses. Subclause 2 of Clause 2 pro-
vides that the third member of the board
shall be appointed from time to time, shall
be eligible for re-appointment, and shall
be a person having local knowledge of
the matters uvnder inquiry for the time
being. I believe the framers of the
original Closer Seftlement Bill intended
that the third member should be a resi-
dent of the locality in whieh it was pro-
posed to resume land, so that he might
be abie to advise whether the laad was
being utilised or net. Any reasouable
man would assume that the person ap-
pointed would be one having knowledge
of the productivity of the land; in ahort,
would be a practieal farmer. However,
the Legislative Council propose striking
out ‘‘persen’! and substituting ‘'practical
farmer.’’ The inference in the Council’s
amendment is that those administering
the measure would not appoint a man
with & practical knowledge of farming,
and with a knowledge of the productivity
of the soil in the particular distriet. If
the intention had not been that such a
man should be appointed, there would
have been no need to say that the third
member should be appointed from time
to time. At all events, the ameadment
does no harm, and therefore I move—

That the amendment be agreed fto.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 2-—Clause 2, Sabelause 3, Strike
ont ‘‘think fit’* apd insert ‘‘direct’’:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Sub-
clause 3 states that each member of the
board is to hold office for such period as
the Governor may think fit, I move—

That the amendment be agreed to,

Mr. MARSHALL: T shall not oppose
the motion, but it is to be deplored that
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the public do not know the cost of mak-
ing these frivolous amendments. For the
purposes of the subeclause, I fail to see
any distinction between ‘‘think fit’’ and
‘fdirect.”’ The GQGovernor in Counecil
gou’ld not ‘‘direct” withont ‘‘thinking
t.?

Question pagsed; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to,

No. 3—Clauge 3, Subelause 1, Tnsert at
the end the following words: ‘‘any pur-
tion of which is situate within 12 miles
of an opened railway or the iutended
route of a proposed railway the construc-
tion of which has been anthorized by
Parliament prior to the commencement of
this Aet?’:

The MINISTER TOR TLANDS: T
move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.
Under the Couneil’s amendment the

board couvld not deal with any land lying
beyond 12 miles from a railway. The
framers of the Bill had mo idea of inter-
fering with the man who reasonably
cultivates his holding; it was desired to
deal with the landholder whe was not
doing his duty by the State. In some
parts of the State the areas held are
too large to allew of the holders doing
justice by them. I may remind members
that pastoral areas do not come under the
Bill, which is reatricted to apricultural
land. TUnder the Agricultaral Lands Pur-
chase Aect power is given to purchase
land within 20 miles of a railway. An
attempt was made to fix the same die-
tance in this Bill but it failed. There
appears {0 be an impression that it was
the idea of the Government to resume
land withuut reecompensing the holdera.
Neither this nor the previous Government
had any such intention. All that we want’
to deal with is land not being properly
utilised. There are some large holdings
vnutilised, but nDevertheless effectively
locked up. Some discretion must be given
to the Government and the board. To-day
there is no necessity to purchase any
large holdings at a comsiderable distance
from a railway; but it is necessary that
the Crown should have power to resume
holdings within a reasonable distamce of
a railway. I hope hon. members will
negative the Council’s amendment.

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: It is extraord-
inary that the members of another place
should desire to restriet the operations of
the measure to within 12 miles of a rail-
way; it shows a want of knowledge of
the requirements of the State.

Mr, C. P. Wansbrough: Would you not
get a limit to it anywhere?

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: Neo. Take that
belt of country between Mingenew and
Muollewa: I do not know any hetter in the
State. Tt affords the greatest ezisting op-
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portunity for closer settlewment. Yet under
the touncil's amendment no lapnd in that
area could Le taken under the Bill, for there
is no railway within 12 miles, and if we
were to authorise the building of a railway
the immediate effect would be to enbance
the ralue of the land held in the district.
Members of another place are comstantly
voicing the perfectly sound opinion that in
order to carry out financial burdens we must
increase population, They admit also that
the very lust means of increasing popula-
tivn is afforded by land settlement. But
having admitted that, they torn round and
say that prospective closer settlement shall
he limited to certain restricted boundaries.
I de not know of many large estates within
12 miles of existing railways. For the most
part they are well beyond the 12.mile limit.
S0 T cannot understand another place fram-
ing this amendment. It shows how careful
we require to be in watching amendments
from another place. T will oppose ihe Coun-
cil’s amendment.

Mr, C. P, WANSBROUGH: The whole
question hinges on the definition of the term
‘‘reasonable wuse.’’ It is rocognised that
12% miles i3 the outside limit at which
general agriculture ean be successfully car-
ried on. Another place must have had in
mind the protection of those who are to-day
encaged in the sheep industry beyond 1214
mileg from a railway. It might help us if
the Minister for Lands would tell ns what
he eonsiders the reasonable use of land.

The Minister for Lands: That is for the
bhoard to decide.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Would you seriously
argne that the running of sheep represents
reasonahle use of land?

Mr, C, P. WANSBROUGH: Yes. Many
of our formers are producing more wealth
from growing sheep than they could by any
other branch of farming. It is a pgreat
power to give the board that they shenld
azy whether ar not a man is properly using
his land. T am perfectly ready to accept
the Minister’s statement that thers is no
desire whatever to take land that is being
reasonzbly utilised.

Mr. MARSHALL: T agree with the mem-
ber for Guildford, except when he says mem-
bers of another place are inconsistent, There
is mo ineonsistency ahnut them; they are
gent thern by the landlords of the country
to defend their interests.

Mr, Thomson: Why shanld not they be?

Mr. MARSHATLT:: The wembera for Kat-
anning is not enncerned as to how the State
might be suffering froem the holding up of
lande; nor i he interested in the need for
populatine the Rtate. T ohjeet to the
amerdment. Tolders of big areas outside of
the 12-mile limit may be waiting for a rail-
way in order to reap the henefit of the un-
earned inerement. There whs some argu-
ment for the fixing of the 12-mile Timit
when people had to depend upon horse trans-
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pmt, Lut these are the days of metor trans-
port. 1 am glad the Minister is opposing
the amendment. I regard it as a deliberate
attempt to force upon the taxpayers an un-
necessary burden in order to fill the pocketa
of landlords..

My, MILLINGTON: The measure will
have the effect of inducing the present
holders to develop their land, The hoard
should rvertainly be given discretion, because
they cun be relied upon to act in & common
gens¢ way. There is no reason why this re-
striction should be imposed. It would de-
feat the object of the Bill

Mr, THOMSON: The amendment is quite
reasonable. The measure is to authorise the
acquisition of land for closer settlement, and
surely the Government do not desire to ae-
quire land beyand 12 miles from a railway.
That limit iz recognised by the Agricultural
Bank when making advances to settlers.

The Minister for Landa: If there was a
large area within 12 miles and a small por-
tion of it outside that radins, we would not
be able to acquire any of it.

Mr. THOMSON: If there is as much ubp-
utilised land adjacent to railways as we
bave been told there is, the Minister shonld
accept the amendment.

Question pasged;
ment not agreed to.

No. 4, (lause 3, Suohclause (2): After
‘“iand,’’ in line 4, ingert ‘‘bhaving regard to
its economie value.’’

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I ask
memhbers to agree to this amendment, though
I consider it unnecessary. Is it reasonable
to lelieve that any qualified hoard would
not take into consideration the ecconomic
value of the land? I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr, MARSHALL: This amendment is
equal in importance to some of the others we
have eonsidered. The public should know
what it is costing to manufacture the laws
of the State. It is costing a good deal to
get amendmenta that lack any semblance of
importance.

Question passed;
ment agreed to,

No. 5, Clange 4: After ‘‘Minister,’’ in
line 5, ingsert ““‘and shail atate in its report
what in their opinion is reasonable uwse to
which the land shonld be put.”’

The MTNTSTER FOR T.ANDS: This
amendment is not required. Did anyone ever
hear of sreh an instruetion being inserted
in an Act of Parliament? Tmagine a board
of experts recommending the Government to
regiime eertain land without stating the rea-
ronahle nse to which it eonld be put! That
wonld have to he stated in pupport of the
recommendatien. I move—

the Couneil’s amend-

the Couneil’s amengd-

That the amendment be agreed to.
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Question passed; the Council’s amendment
apreed to.

Ng, 6, Clause 4: After the word ‘‘nofice,””’
in the second line of the provise, insert ‘‘of
any inquiry and time and place thercof.”’

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Apain 1
point out that the amendment is unneees-
sary. What is the use of the hoard potify-
ingr that they are going to hold an inquiry
and asking persons to attend, unless they
state the time and place of the inquiry¥
Apparently some people think the officers of
the department do not know how to ecarry
out their duties, Lee¢nuse they anggest in-
cluding every little instruetion possible to
compel the officers to de the obvious thing.
I move—

That the amendment he agreed to.

Question passed; the Couneil’s umend-

ment agreed to.

Nn. 7. Clause 6, Subclause (1).--After
the word ‘‘Aet,’? in the fifth line, ingert the
following :—'‘ The Board shall also serve a
copy of such notice on the Registrar or
other officer having charge of the Office of
Land Titles or of the Registry of Deeds or
of the Department of Lands and Surveys
or other Government department where such
land may be registered, and it shall be the
duty of every such Registrar or officer to
enter 2 memorandum or record of the re-
ceirt of such notice and partieulars thereof
in the proper register in reference to sueh
land.?’

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Thera
is mno objection to this ameundment. 1
move—

That the amendment be asqreed to.

Question passeil;
ment agreed fo.

No. 8. Clause 6, Sohelause (1), line 8.—
Strike out *‘as’’ and imsert ‘¢‘whether.?’
Lines 8 and @~—Ytrike out ‘‘mortgaoee or
otherwise.”’?

The MTNTRTER PFOR LANDS: This
amendnient dors not affeet the position, It
was evidently thought neceasary to improve
the Enclish of the clanse. T move—

That the amendment he agreed to.

Question passed;
mert apgreed to,

the Council's amend-

the Council's aniend-

No. 9. Clause 6,—Add at the end of Sub-
elauvse (1) the following:—Within one

month after the service of sueh notice the
owier or anv person having any interest in
the land whether legal or equitable may
notify the Baard in writing of his inten-
tion to anpeal against the land being de-
clared subjeet to this Act to the Appeal
Roard na hereinafter constituted, The Ap-
peal Board referred to in this asection shall
consiat of three members, one of whom ghall
be a Judge of the Supreme Court or Resi-
dent Magistrate, another shall be appointed
by the Governor, and the third shall be ap-
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pointed by mutual agreement belween the
nwner and the persoen or persons having an
interest in the land propased to be acquired
as legal or equitable mortgagee. In the
event of no mutual, agreement being arrived
at as to the appointment of the third mem-
her within 14 days after the appointment by
the Govermor of the second member, the
third member shall be appointed by the
other two members.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—
That the amendment be uot agreed to.

2\ board of three persons is appointed ander
thia Bill. That board makes reeommmenda-
tiong to the Government, who have to con-
sider them before the land is declared to be
awbject to the Act. The amendment pro-
vides that after notice has been given to
the owner, an appeal board shall be consti-
tuted.  The Closer Settlement Board will
mmake all inquiries in the first place, and the
owner may be present at those inquiries.
The Council now want te appoint an appeal
bhoard which would add to the cost of the
land. This amounts to an appeal against
the action of the Closer Bettlement Board
and of the Executive Council. T{ means
the appointment of a board possessing
greater powers than those of the Governor-
in-Couneil, The effeet of the amendment
would be to prevent land from being re--
sumed.

Mr. THOMSBON: The amendment ig a
reasonable one. At present the owner has
no power to prevent the board from decid-
ing that his land is not properly utilised.
The amendment will save expense both to
the owner and the Government, and is a
just one.

Mr. GEORGE: Later on in the schedule
of amendments the Conpeil propose to give
the owner the ripht of appeal against the
surveys for subdivigion. 1f, therrfore, the
owner iz beaten on the question of resnmp-
tion it is required that he should have the
right of appeal to another board. In this
way be can hang up an estate for & econ-
siderable time.

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: Members of the
appeal board would not possess the sama
knowledge of the guestion as members of
the closer settlement board, and the de-
cigions of the latter shonld@ not he subjeet
to the former tribunal. The awner wonld
not be more likely to reeeive pgrenter con-
sideration at the hands of the apmenl hoard
than at the hands of the principal hoard.
In another place, members amend a clause,
but the amendment does not anpear in the
Notice Paper. We then find that the Bill
hag heen recommitted, the orierinal amend.
ment passed ont. and another inserted. Wa
hgve to read ‘‘Hansard’’ carefully to find
it how these amendments have bren ar-
rived at. When we read the discvssions we
ran see that members there are influenced
by one individual, whose desire is not to im-
prove Bills, but to make their administra-
tion praetically impossible.
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Question passed; The Council’s amend-
ment not agreed to.

No. 10. Clause 6, Subelause (3), para-
graph (i).—After the word ‘‘land,’” in the
second line, imsert the following:—°‘such
scheme shall have endorsed thereon the ap-
proval of every person having any interest
in the land as equitable owner or equitable
mortgagee or under any registered mortgage
or encumbrance,.’’

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
no objection to this amendment and T move:

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 11. Clause 8, Bubclavse (3), para-
graph (iii),—8trike out ‘‘from time to time
as required by the Board.'’

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

The owner of the land that is deait with by
the board has his choice as to whether he
will subdivide his property and submit the
blocks to auction or to sale by private con-
tract. Tt i3 not & compulsory subdivision,
and unless the board bhave power to force a
person to submit the land for sale from time
to time, the whole thing will be a dead letter.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not think the
amendment is unrensonable. The owner will
be compelled to eubdivide his lands.

The Minister for Lands: We do not com-
pel him to subdivide; the owner exercises
bis own choice.

Mr. THOMBON: The Bill provides that
the board shall compel the owmer of land
te do certain thinge. TUnless the Counecil’s
amendment be agreed to, the owner of a
property may snhdivide his land, submit the
blocks to auetion and there may be no
buyers. He may then proceed to cultivate
the land and the beard may rcome along and
make him submit that 1and to auetion again.
That is not reasonable. The owner should
not be placed in such a position indefinitely.

The MINTSTER FOR TAND3: If the
owner puts up his land for rale, the whole
of the blocka may not be seld.  If the
amendment he agreed to, the Government
will have to take over the portion of the
land unsold and also pay comprosztion to
the owmer.

Mr. Thomson: That is quite right too.

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: The
board should have the power to compel the
owner to sabmit the unsold portions at ave-
tion again. TUnless the Covnecil’s amend-
ment bhe rejected, the power of the board
in this respect will be gone.

Mr. Thomson: But the ohjection is to
the indefinite period.

Mr. George: Surely the land should be
dealt with in a reasonable time. The owner
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might be compelled to hang on for quite a
long time.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
aot the position,

Question passed; the Courcil’s amendment
not agreed to.

No. 12. Clause 6, Subelause (3).—Add
at the end of the gubclause the following
proviso:—FProvided that the owner ghall have
a right of appeal to the Appeal Board in
respect of the requirements of the Board
under paragraphs (ii) and (iii).

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We bave
already rejected the proposal for anm appeal
board. This amendment is consequential
and therefore I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question passed; the Counecil’s amend-
ment not agreed to.

No. 13. Clanse 6.~—Add the following
further provise to Subclause (3) :—Provided
that if, within three months after the date
when such land shall have been offered
for sale as aforesaid, the ‘owner shsit
fail to effeet a sale of the whole
of the said land, then the owner shall
be entitled within three months after
the expiration of the last mentioned
period to require the Minister administering
this Act to purchase at the upset prices ap-
proved as aforesaid the said land or so much
thereof as shall remain unsold or, alterna-
tively, to require the Minister to discharge
the unsold land from being subjeet to this
Act, and the Minister shall repay to the
owner all expenses incurred by the latter
in connection with the subdivision and offer-
ing for sale of such unsold land.

The MINISTER TOR LANDS: If hon.
members read the Couneil’s amendment care-
fully, they will see that my statement that
the main consideration shown by some per-
sons was in the direction of protecting the
men whe have not done their duty to the
State, was amply justified. 1 supported a
cloger settlement Bill twice when I was sit-
ting in Opposition. Those Bills were passed
by overwhelming majorities in the belief
that it was the desire to compel the resump-
tion of land held by persons who did nnt
carry out the provisions of the Aet. The
amendment proposes to give proteetion to
the man who has not done his duty to the
State and not put his land to reagonable
use, In fact that is the one aim through-
out the amendments proposed to the Bill,
The Government have no intention of
interfering with men who are uwsing their
landa reasonably. Bat it is our intention
to desl wholly and solely with the person
who is not using his land properly. I
move—

That the emendment be not agreed to.
Mr. THOMSON: The Minister has stated

that this does not involve a matter of eom-
pulsion and that the action taken by the
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owner is volantary. ‘The board will inspect
the land and if it is deemed to be unpro-
duetive and wnutilised within the meaning
of the Aet, two alternatives are given to
the owner. If that is not eowpulsion, I do
not know what is. The buard have power to
compel many things te be done by the
owner.

Mr. Teesdale: The Bill provides for
enough options. You surely cannot call that
eompulsion.

Mr. THOMSBON: If these provisions leave
the action of the owner at the optional stage,
I do not know what constitutes compulsion.
The Bill will give people the right to pick
the eyes out of an estate and then the
owner will be allowed to keep the rest.
That is not a reasonable proposition. The
amendment should be aceepted.

Question passed; the Couneil’s amendment
not agreed to.

No. 14, Clause 6, Subclause ¢.—Strike
out this subeclause.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T move—
That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question passed; the Couneil’s amendment
not agreed to.

No. 15. Clavse 7, Subclause (1).—After
the word ‘“may,’'’ in line 2,.insert ‘‘within
two months thereafter.”’

No. 16. Clause 7, Subclause (1).—After
the words ‘*has been,’’ in line 3, insert ‘‘re-
sumed or.”’

Neo. 17. Clause 7, Subelause (1).—Add
the following proviso:— *‘Provided that if
such notice be nol given then the Govarnor
shall by netice in the Gazette discharge the
land from the operation of this Aect.’’

No. 18, Clause 7, Bubclanse (2).—After
‘‘notice,’’ in line 1, insert ‘‘resuming or
taking said land within the time aforesaid.’’

No. 19, Clause 7, Subelanse (2), pars-
graph (a).—After *“Aect,’” in line 2, ingert
“and subject as hereinafter provided.”’

On motions by Minister for Lands the
foreooing amendments were agreed to.

No. 20. Clavse 7, Subelanse (2).—Tnsert
at the beginning of paragraph (b) the fol-
lowing:—*‘The estate and interest of every
person holding or entitled to any morigage,
charge, or seeurity over such land shall he
converted into a claim against the Crown
for repayment forthwith of the amount of
all monevs duc or payable under or secured
by such mortgage, charge, or seeurity, the
interest thereunder to be computed to date
of repayment of the principal and other
moneys thereby secured and.”’

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: I move—
That the amendment bs not agreed to.

The amendment means that if the land was
mortgaged above its value the Government
wonld be compelled to pay the whole of the
mortgage. If land has to be paid for
above its value it becomes useless to the
persons who take it up after it has been
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resu.med. In guch circumstances it will be
possible for anyone to succeed on the land,

Question passed; the Council’s amendment
not agreed to,

No. 21, Clause 7, Subeclause (2), para-
praph (h).—In the first line of the para.
graph insert ‘other’’ before ‘‘person,’’

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It ia diffi-
calt to learn why this amendment was made,
U do mot know what it means. At any rate,
there is no neecessity for it, I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question passed; the Council’s amendment
not agreed to.

No, 22. Clause 7, Subelause (2), para-
graph (b).—Add at the end of thizs para-
graph the following: ‘‘and every such per-
son ehall, in secordance with their respective
priorities, if more than one, have a lien upon
the amount so paysble as eompensation.’’

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Council’s amendment
ngreed to.

No. 23, Clause 7, Subclauvse (3), para-
grapk (a).—After ‘‘land’’ ingert ‘‘in-
creased by 10 per cent.’’

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Bill
as it went down provided that compensation
should be paid (a) on the nnimproved value
of the Jand and (b) on the fair value of the
improvements oassessed at the added value
given to the land for the time being by rea-
son of such improvements; provided that
the amount at which the uwnimproved value
was assesgsed for the time being under the
Land and Income Tax Asseasment Act with
10 per cent. added, should be prima facie
evidence of the unimproved value of the
land. If that is not eclear I do not know
what is. If an agreement eannot be arrived
at between the owner and the board, a set-
tlement can be effected by arbitration under
the Act of 1895 and also under the pro-
visions of the Public Works Act, 1902, If
the value of the land is over a certain figure
the matter can be referred to a jndge of
the Supreme Court, a person representing
the owner, and the third representing the
board. In this way there is a fair and just
value decided, But the prima facie evi-
dence of the value shall be the value placed
on it by the owner himgelf for taxation
purposes, plus 10 per cent. It does not say
that that is the value; it says, the prima
facie evidence of the value. There cannot
be anything more fair than what was con-
tained in the clause. Now we are asked to
agres to compensation being based on the
unimproved value of the land ‘‘increased
Ty 10 per cent.!' I hope members will not
agree to puch a propoesal. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed fo.

Question passed; the Council’s amendment
not agreed to.
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No. 24—Clavee 7, Subelause 3, 2dd a new
paragraph to stand as (c¢), as follows:—
““In cvery case there shall be added to the
total amount of compensation payable un-
der tbe foregoing provisions a sum equal to
two per centum thereof, by way of compen-
sation for the compulsory taking of the said
land, and by way of compensation for any
loss or injuiry that may be suffered in com-
sequence of such taking, whether in respect
of the land so taken taken or in any other
respect ' ’:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
amendment makes a total of 12 per cent.
which the Couneil proposes shall be added to
the value of the land taken. T would rather
lose the Bill than accept gsome of the Coun-
eil’s amendments, which make it wnwork-
atle, The Council would have done better to
throw the Bill out than to send it back with
such amendments, Upon first reading the Bill
as returned, I thought it would be well to let
the measure go altogether, The amendments
geem to have been made for the sole purpose
of rendering the Bill unworkable. T move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr. MARSHALL: I caanot support the
Gouncil’s amendment. Indeed, had I been
present when the Bill was discussed here, 1
would not have supported it. I comsider that
the object of the measure ean be better ar-
rived at by taxing unimproved land. The
reference in this amendment to *‘any loas
or injury’’ suggests that if the owner of
land aequired under the measure fell down
a well, he would be entitled to another 2 per
cent.

Mr. Tavy: The Public Works Aet has
#llowed 10 per cent. under this head ever
since 1902,

Mr. MARSHALL: T know that, but 1
do not agree with it. The Bill practieally
endorses false returns of land values by
Iandownnrs. and prants them 10 per cent,
for making thoso false returns, And here is
another 2 per cent. to be given to land-
owners.  The Parliamentary champions of
landnwners demand compensation for them
on the gronnd that they have robbed and da-
ceived the country for yeara.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment not agreed fo.

Non, 26—Clanse 7, Buhelause 3, strike out
the first nroviso to this subelanse and in-
sert the following in lieu thereof:—*'The
unimrroved valee of any land means the
sum which the owner’s estate or interest
therein, if free from any mortoage or in-
ermbranee, might be expected to renlise if
offered for sale on such reasomable terms
and conditions as a hona fide seller might
he exrerted to impose, if no improvements
had been made on the land?’’:

No. 2A—Clanse 7, Subclause 3, after
“'that.”’ in the first tine of the second pro-

viso, insert ffaubject as otherwise provided
in this Aet?’:

[ASSEMBLY.]

No, 27—Clause 7, add a new subelause to
stand as Subclause 4, as follows:—‘‘ Where
a claimant for compensation i3 a lessee or
tenant wnder the owner of the land, the
compensation for such interest shall be as-
seased at the probable and reasonable price
at which the claimant’s interest in the land
and improvements might have been expected
to sell at the time when the land was taken
under this Aet: Provided that where the
land of the owner is encumbered by a leasa,
the arbitrator in determining the amount of
compensation to be paid to the owner shall
take into consideration the depreciation (if
any)} in the value to the owner of the land
and improvements by reason of the existence
of the lease’’:

No.28—Clause 9, in line 2,
‘itaken,’’ insert ‘‘or resumed’’:

after

On motions by the Minister for Lands,
the foregoing amendments wero agreed to.

No. 20—Clause 10, Subelause 1, strike out
all the words after ‘‘ Aet,’’ in linel, and in-
sert ‘‘comprises less than the whole of the
owner’s land situated within 10 miles of any
boundary of the land taken, and worked as
one property with the land taken, the owner
shall have the right to require the whole of
such land to be taken’’:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—
That the amrndment be ant agreed to,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Whyt

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Beecause
wome of these areas wight not be svitable
for closer settlement, I do not suppose the
hoard would rccommend them at all. Under
the Land Act a person with a holding 10
miles distant from another holding cannot
claim that the two are adjoining holdings.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELYL:: Wae have
discassed here guite recemtly the taking up
of sandplain in conjunction with good land-
That has taken place freely of late. When
the owner is deprived of the good Iand, from
which he really makes his livieg, the sand-
plain ia of very little value to him. More-
over, the additional cost of resuming the
inferior }and will mean very little.

The Minister for Lands: I objeet to the
limit of 10 miles,

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister should agree that the sandplain
ought to be taken. Another place has fixed
a distance of 12 miles from a railway, and
I dp not know whether this 10 miles wonld
be additioral to the 12.

Question passed; the Couneil’s amendment
not agreed to.

No. 30—Clause 12, Subelause 1, strike out
all the words from the beginning to ‘‘any,’’
in line 2, inclusive, and strike out ‘‘that
Act,”” in line 3, and insert in lieu thereot
““the provisions of the Apricultural Lands
Purchase Act, 1909°':
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On motion by the Minister for Lands, the
gmendment was agreed to.

No. 31—Clause 13, strike out the follow-
ing words in line 4:—‘'may on the recom-
mendation of the board,’’ and insert in lien
thereof the word ‘‘ghall’’:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This is
an unusual amendment, but I am told there
is a precedent for it. The amendment makes
instructions to the Governor compulsory.
I move—

That the Council’s amendment be nod
agreed {o.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment not agreed to.

No. 32—Clause 13, Add 2 new clause
to stand as Subeclanse 2, as follows:—
f'When a potice is annulled, any claimani
who would otberwise have been entitled
to compensation shall be paid by the Min-
ister, as the case may be, compenaation
for any actual damage done to the land,
and such reageonable costs incurred to the
date of the notice whereby the notice
taking the land was annulled, to Ve
agreed upon, or determined by the Courl
of Arbitration, or a judge’’:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T de not
want to go over the old argument, bot
here we are dealing with a person who is
pot reasonably utilising hiz land. Take
the case of a man who has held land for
years, doing nothing with it; what com-
pensation should he receiveY

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
move—

That the amendment be not agreed lo.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment not agreed to.

No. 33—Add 2 new clause to stand as
Clause 11 as follows:—'*No property
which, in the opinion of the board, is used
principally for the breeding of stud
sheep, stud cattle or stud horses for sale
shall be declared subject to this Aect.’?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
move—

That the amendment be not agreed io.

The only power given to the board is to
deal with land not heing reasonably
utilised; so there is ro unecestity for the
Council's amendment.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment not agreed to.

Resclutions reported, the report adopted,
and a committee consisting of the Min-
ister for Landas, Mr. Lindsav and Mr.
Richardson drew up reasons for disagreeing
with certain of the Council’s amendments,

Reasons adopted, and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Counecil
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ASSENT TO BILLS.

Meesage from the Governor received
and read notifying assent to the follow-
ing Bills:—

1, Treasury Billa Act Amendment,

2, Noxious Weede.

BILL—APPROPRIATION,

Roturzed from the Counecil
amendment.

without

BILL—FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’'s Message.

Message from the Council, notifying
that it insisted uwpon its amendment to
which the Assembly had disagreed, now
considered.

In Commities.

Mr, Lutey in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill

The PREMIER: The amendment on
which the Council insists ia the clause
inserted in lien of Clause 3 limiting the
operation of the Bill till the 30th June,
1625, I move—

That the amendment be no longer dis-
agreed to.

Question passed; the Couneil’s amend-
ment agreed to.

Resolation reported, the report adopted,
and a message aceordingly returved to
the Couneil.

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.
Recommittal.

On motion by the Minister for Works,
Bill recommitted for the further coneidera-
tion of Clause 3

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill.

Clanse 3—Amendment of Section 7:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
recommitted the Bill in f£alfilment of a pro-
mise made to the Committee last evening
to provide that the Commissioner of Police
may depute his authority to collect in dis-
tricts where there are no police. The idea
is that he may appoint the secretary of the
road hoard to do the collecting. T move an
amendment—

That after ““force,’’ in line § of the
proposed new Subsection 1, the words
‘tor other person’? bg inseried.

Amendment put and passed.
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The MINIETER FOR WORKS: 1 move
an amendment—

That in proposcd Subsection 2, line 17,
after the word '‘colleclion,’’ the follow-
ing words be inserfed, ‘“not exzceeding 5
or cent.’’

The amount charged for colleetion in the
metropolitan area is now 10 per cent., but
of course extensive services are rendered for
that. It the Commissioner of Police is made
the colleeting authority for the State, I
thin’c 10 per cent. is too hizh. The Commis-
sioner agrees that the maximum should be
& per cent., and congiders it will not reach
anythiog like that in the country areas, The
cost of collection will be certified to by the
Minister. When the authority of the Com-
misgicner is deputed, the cost will amount
to practically nothing.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The mere
sarvice of issuing licenses might well be car-
ried out without charge to the local aunthori-
ties. I hope the cost will be well below the
5 per cent. I admit that we have a smal
police force and that its members have
plenty of work,

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move
an amendment—

That in line 12 aoll the words after
‘“paid’’ be struck oul, and the followiag
be inserted:—'“To the local authorities of
the district in which the licensee resides
at the time of the issue of the license.’’

Power is given to the Minister to distribute
the money colleeted throughout the State.
I said I would make the clause read to ensure
that the traffic fees collected in each area
would be paid to the local authority. This
amendment will make that clear, and will
apply either to road boards or municipalities.

Amendment put and passed,

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments, and the report adopted,

BILL—INSPECTION QF SCAFFOLD-
ING.

Council’s Amendments,

Schedule of 21 amendments made by the
Council now eongidered.

In Commitiee.

Mr, Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill,

No. 1. Clause 1.—Delete Subclause 2.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment limits the operation of the Bill
to the metropolitan, the metropolitan-subur-
ban, and the West Province areas. The Coun-
¢il wish to make a law for ome part of the
State but not for another. TUnder this
amendment the Bill would operate between
Midland Junction and Fremantle. Outside
that area men working on scaffolding

[ASSEMBLY.]

would have no protection, In the larger towns
thers are many two-storied buildings. The
Licensing Court has insisted on new hotels
being of at least two storevs, and upon all
applications for the remodelling of buildings
being on that basis. Parliament cannot
elaim to be fair when it gives protection to
men inside the metronolitan area and will
not give it to those outside. T have stated
it is the intention of the Government to
limit the operation of the Bill to the metro-
politan area to begin with, and that it would
ultimately be extended to the larger towns,
but some members seem to think the Gov-
ernment would act unreasonably and go so
far as to extend it to the North-West.
Since we took office there has been a lot
of suspiecion regarding the conduct of Min-
isters and they do not seem to enjoy any
trust.

Mz, George: We had a little of that, too.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell; Deal with the
matter on its merits,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Other
people will not trust Ministers to exzercise
gommon sense or reason., 1 cannot be
a party to the framing of a law
of this kind. The Bill aought to give the
Minister power to proclaim the Adt in cer-
tain areas. The object of that was to en-
able the measure to apply to municipalities
and not necessarily to road board districts
that would involve costly administration. It
was proposed to leave the matter in the
hands of the Minister to exercise reason
and judgment in dealing with it. Tbe Coun-
cil say that if six-storied buildings are to
he erected in Geraldion, Northam, or Al.
bany, no protection is to be given to the
workers there. That is illogical and unfair.
No Parliament should be asked to approve
such legislation.

Mr, George: I think it is absurd.

The MINISTER FOR WORER: I move—
That the amendment be not agreed io.

Mr, MARSHALL: I support the remarks
of the Minister, The Couneil admit the
principle by stipulating in the amendment
that there is necessity for the Bill in the
metropolitan area. There is just as much
necesaity for it in the outer areas.

My, DAVY: T do not know that the
eriticism of the amendment is based on
sound grounds. The other day the Minister
said that it was the intention of the Gov-
ernment to apply the measure in the first
instance to the metropolitan area, and he
rererved the right to extend the operations
of the Act to other districts by proeclama-
tion. Had the Bill bheen made to apply
throughout the whole State, T would not
have any ecriticiam to offer. Parliament
should have the right tc determine what the
law shall be and where it shall apply. The
objection is raised to the Minister having
the right to say where it shall apply. With-
out having any suspicien regarding the bona
fides of the Minister, we have naturally a
hercditary mistrust whieh has resulted in
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the development of conatitutional govern-
mentf. That bereditary mistrust provides a
certain check that is very neeessary.

Mr. GEORGE: Any matter involving an
innovation gives rise to a certain amount of
suspicion. I endorse what the Minister for
‘Works has said and I support his attitude.
It needs mo argument to convince any man
of experience, who knows the dangers at-
tendant upon work on scaffolds, that there
should be as much eare taken for the pre-
gervation and protection of buman life dur-
ing the construetion of a building in Wynd-
ham ag is necessary respecting ome con-
strueted in Perth.

The Premier: It ia a kind of insinuation
that the lives of people living in the country
are not so important.

Mr. GEORGE: If thig provision is necea-
sary in Perth, it is as necessary in other
parts of Western Australia,

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment not agreed to.

No. 2. Insert a new clause to stand as
No. 2, as follows:—‘*This Act shall be in
force and have effeet only in the metropoli-
tan area consisting of the following elee-
toral provinces, namely, the Metropolitan
Province, the Metropolitan-Suburban Pro-
vince, and the West Provinee.’’

The MINISTER FOR WORKES: This
amendment is eonsequential and I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question passed; the ., Countil’s amend-
rment not agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 2.—Definition of ‘‘Scaf-
folding’’: After the word ‘‘structure,’’ in
first line, insert ‘‘ execeeding eight feet from
the horizontal base.”’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amendment proposes to limit the operations
of the Bill to all scaffolding over 8ft. from
the horizontal base. An exhaustive discus-
sion on this question took place when the
Bill was before us. There is now a sche-
dule, which is incorporated in the Notice
Paper, and which will form part of the
Bill. That sets out all details in connection
with seaffolding of various deseriptions.
Those regulations deal with variovs elaases
of seaffolding from below 9ft. and provide
for strengthening and so on. They provide
that timber may be used for scaffolding up
to a pgiven height, and allow for what is
done now up tn the height of one eask, but
do not allow for work two casks high. In
South Australia the whole position is cov-
ered by a regulation swch a8 we propose
here. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed io.

Mr. GEORGE: I cannot agree with the

Minister. I gave my reasons when the Bill

was under disenssion here. I am of opinion
that the amendment proposed is correct.

Question passed ;

ment not agreed to.

the Counecil’s amend-
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No. 4. Delete the definition of ’fThis
Act.”’
No. 5. Clause 4, subclause (1).—Delete

paragraphs (b} and (e).

No. 6. Clause 5.—Delete the words ‘‘if
he thinks fit,’’ in the first line. Delete the
words ‘‘thinks fit,’” in lines three and four,
and insert in lieu thereof the words ‘‘may
direct.*’

On motions by the Minister for Works,
Nos. 4 and 6 were agreed to and No. 5 was
not agreed to.

No, 7. Clavge 7.—After ‘‘any,”’ in the
first line, insert ‘'reasonable’’:

The MINIYSTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment provides for a verbal alteration.
The clanse sets out that an inspector may
do certain things at any time, day or night.
The Council wieh to insert the word ‘*reason-
able’’ 8o that the inspeetor shall be able to
do thege things at any ‘‘reasonable time.’’
The Council will not trust anyome. They
want to safeguard the position in the Aet
itself. The Council want to regulate men’s
thoughts by Act of Parliament.

The Premier: The quéstion arises, what
is 8 reasonable time. What may be a rea-
sonable time under one set of circumatances,
may be unreasonable in view of another set
of circumstances.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
go. I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 8. Clause 11—Delete the word
‘‘such?’ in line 7, and in line 8 delete ‘‘as
he thinks necessary.’’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T

move—
That the amendment da agreed to.

Another place does not want an inspector
to have the right to think. He may give
notice in writing but they will not permit
him to think. I have no objection to the
amendment though a person must think be-
fore he directs.

Question passed; the Council’s amendment
agreed to.

No. 9. Clause 11, Subelause 3.—Delsto
‘¢ prescribed and his decision shall be final’’
in lines 7 and 8 and insert ‘‘set forth in
this Aet.”’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T
wmove—

That the amendment be not agreed to.
There is no meaning in “‘set forth in this
Act,”’ and for that reason I cannot accept
the amendment.

Question passed;
ment not agreed to.

No. 10. Clause 12,—Delete ‘if no other
penalty is provided,’’ in line five,

That is

the Couneil’s amend-



24094

No, 11, Clause 13, subelause (i).—In
line three delete ‘“at or in any place where
there is scaffolding or gear.?’

No. 12. Clauwse 14, subclause (i).— After
f‘magistrate,’’ in line five, delete all the
words to ihe end of the subelanse.

No. 13. Clavse 14.—Delete
(5).

No. 14, Clause 14, subclause (9).—After
“ug,’” in line two, delete all the swords to
the end of the subelause, und insert ‘‘the
court may order.’’

No. 15, Clause 14.—Delete subclause
(12), and insert a new subclause in lieu
thereof, as follows:—(12} A representative
of the person killed or injured, a represen-
tative of the Industrial Union of Employers,
and a representative of the Industrial Union
of Workers representing the class of employ-
ment in which the persons who met with
an aceident were employed at the time of the
accident, and concerning which accident the
Minister has ordered an inquiry under this
section, shall be entitled to be present at
and take part in such inquiry, and shall
have full power to call, examine, and cross-
examine witnessea thereat.

No. 16. Clause 24.—Delete
(4).

No. 17. Clause 25.—Ingert at the begin-
ning the following subclause, to stand as
No. {(1): ‘*The regulations in the Schedule
to this Act shall have effect and tha forece
of law.?’

Na. 18. Clause 25.—After ‘‘regula-
tions,’? in line one, insert ‘‘mnot incongistent
with the regulations in the Schedule.’’

On motions by the Minister for Works,
the foregoing amendments were agreed to.

No. 19. Clause 25—Paragraph {a) Delete
“‘powers and’’ in lines 1 and 4. In lines
8 and 9 delete ‘‘competitive examination’’
and insert ‘‘examination competitive.’’

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I believe
it took another place two hours to decide
whether these words should be ‘‘eompeti-
tive examination’’ or ‘‘examination com-
petitive,’’ aupd they want to disclaim that
they are waasting time,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What does it
mean, anyhow?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T do not
know and T am not going to attempt to
explain it. The selection of an inspector
will ba by competitive examiration, but T
have no objection to the amendment, if
transposing the words will please the vanity
of another place. T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 20. Clanse 25—Delete paragraphs
(d) and {(e).

subelavse

paragraph

[ASSEMBLY.]

The
move —

That the amendment be ugreed to with
the excepiion of ‘“and (e).”’

MINISTER FOR WORKS: I

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment, as amended, agreed to.

No. 21, Schedule:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
move— -

That the schedule be agreed to.

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: The reg-
ulations contained in the schedule, I sup-
pose, are now part of the Bill.

The Minister tor Works: Yes.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I con-
gratulate the Minister upon his moderation
to-night. If the Minster agreed with us ss
he sometimes agrees with the other place, we
would be quite satisfied. But he ealls upon
the forces behind him to defeat every
amendment we suggest. It seeme a little
strange that the Minister should be so reas-
onable with regard to these amendments.
In any case I congratulate him.

Mr, Panton: Do not go too far; he is not
used to flattery,

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
know that he deserves very much; certainly
not at my hands.

Mr. GEORGE: I guppose the regulations
have been gone into with those who under-
stand the buginess thoroughly. Have con-
tractors been consulted?¥

The Minister for Worka: Yes.
Question passed; the schedele agreed to.

Resolutien reported, ithe report adopted,
and a committee consisting of the Minister
for Works, Mr George, and Mr. Panton
appointed to draw vp reasons for disagree-
ing with certnin of the Council’s amend-
ments,

Reasgons adopted and a message aceord-
ingly returned to the Council,

BILL—WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Courncil with amend-
ments,

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’s Amendments,

Schedule of 58 amendmeats made by
the Council new congidered.

In Committee,
Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Rill,

No. 1'—Clause 2, Subclause 4, Delete
paragraph (h):
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: [ am
not likely to be so reasonable as the
Council’s amendment suggests. I shall
not reiterate the arguments in favour of
the principle of preference to unionisis.
I move—

That the amcndment be not agreed to.

Mr. DAVY: The Minister's attitude opn
this ameudment suggests that bhe will
refuse to agree to any of the amendments
made by another place. The hon. geuntle-
man eould not possibly have anticipated
that another place would agree to this
subclause.

Mr. Panton: Why not?

Mr, DAVY: 1 should not think that
guestion needs answering., This gide of
the House has alwavs stood against pre-
farence to any particular class of the
community.

The Minister for Works: This provision
was inserted to prevent your giving pre-
ference to a section of the community.

Mr. DAVY: Tf instead of the clanse in
the Bill, the Minister had inserted a clause
giving the court power to forbid preferemce
to non-unionists, there would have been ne
opposition to-day.

The Minister for Works: T bhave had
far too mueh experience for that.

Mr. DAVY: Mr. Justice Higgins, in his
book makes a very lame apology for
preference to unionists, and points out
that it is not really the right method of
dealing with the situation. He adds that
the ¢ourt would never have exercised that
power if they had had power to prevent
preference to non-uniomists. However, if
all these controversial maiters are to be
ingisted upon by the Minister, the Bill
will go by the board and some very usefnl
machinery in it will be lost, and we shall
be where we were hefore the Bill came
down.

Question passed; the Councli‘s amend-
ment not agreed to.

No. 2--Clause 2, Delete Subclaunge 6:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS8: I
move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

This clause deals with the inclusion of
domestics, ingsurance agents and all Gov-
ernment employees other than those under
the Public Service Act, The Council’s
amendment means that the scope of the
Bill is not to be extended to include those
workers. This, of course, the Government
caanot accept.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment not agreed to.

No. 3—Clause 3, Delete all words after
“omiiting®’ in Jine 1 down to end of
clause, ard insert ‘‘in paragraph (a) the
word ‘fifty’ and substituting tbe word
‘fifteen.’ !’ -
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The
move—

MINISTER FOR WORES: I

That the amendment be agreed to.

This Qeals with the employers’ organisa-
tion and provides that instead of its
having to be 50 strong, it may consist of
ouly 15, Howrver, I am nor particularly
concerned about that, since an individual
employer, eveu though not a member of
the union, may go to the court, The
amendment mukes ne difference.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. ¢—~Clause 4, Delete.
No. 5—Clause §, Delete,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: These
two amendmoents deal with the one sub-
jeet. I move—

That the amendments be not agreed to.

These clanses were framed to get over
the objectionabie limitalion of the scope
of a union to a speecified industry. The
main cbject was to cover the AW.U,
whose members consist mostly of labour-
ers and navvies, who engage in a large
variety of work. At present such =2
union cannot be registered. 1 cannot see
what is to be gained by limiting a unien
to one indusiry. So many industries are
interwoven with others that it is difficalt
to say where a cpecified industry begios
and ends. I remember that when I ap-
plied for the registration of the under-
takers’ employees I was asked in what
specific industry they were employed.
Avnd because we incleded grave-diggers
and hearse-drivers and coffin-makers as
members of the same unjon, it was con-
tended that they represented -three
separate indusiries; and we were asked
further why we did not include the curate
who read the burial services.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Of
course certain sections of the AW, U, are
registered now. Still, the position is very
difficult, and must remain so while we
have the two courts, Federal and State.
Some seetions work under the Federal
court and others under the State court.
In consequence, the employer does not
quite know where he is; for while one
award grants a certain rate of wage, a
higher rate is granted in another award.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ments not agreed to.

No. 6 Clause 7.—Delete all worda follow-
ing the figures ‘‘42*’ down to end of clause,
and insert in lien thereof the following:
‘42, The Court shall consist of a Presid
dent appointed bv the Governor. The Presi-
dent shall be a Judge of the Supreme Court.
The President shall not be required to per-
form any duties of Judee of tbe Supreme
Court during his appointment as President
of the Court of Arbitration, and his appoint-
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ment shall not prejudice any rights or privi-
leges he may have or be entitled to as Judge
of the Supreme Court.’’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment deals with the constitution of
the court and attacks a fundamental prin-
ciple. It attempta to take out of the hands
of the Goveroment the foundaiion of the
whole structure of arbitration. In mo cir-
cumstances could we be partiea to that. '

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Parliament
must eontrol.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Government have a definite policy as to the
constitution of the court, and if the Gov-
ernment ’s policy cannot go, the Government
must go.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Good!

The MINISTER FOR WORES: We
cannot possibly stay here and have such an
important point taken out of our hands.
There must be no mistake abont that. We
have set out clearly what we consider should
be the constitution of the eourt, and anm-
other place says that is not to be. I say
definitely and distinctly whatever comes or
goes the Government eannot aceept that. Tt
iz not the function of another place to lay
down the prineiples of legislation. That is
the function of the Government. They are
supposed to be a House of review, Here
they are attacking the fundamental prinei-
ple zpon which the whole strueture ig reared,
and any Government worth its salt eould uot
poseibly tolerate that.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What are you'
going to do?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tell them
I am not going to have it

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: You will not
have their proposal and they will not have
yours.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
will take the consequences.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
the consequences?

Mr. Munsie: Shut the eourt up altogether.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: You cannot
shot the court up.

The MTNTSTER FOR WORES: Can‘t
we? Better not tempt us too far. We can
do it all right. As one who hag stood inside
the movement and outside it for compulzory
arbitration, and has had to fight the extreme
element inside and outside, T sav the action
of the Legislative Council in attacking fum-
damental principles and making it so diffi-
eult for organisations to get to the court, ad
they do under their amendments, is driving
thovsands of workers into the army of the
very men they are condemning.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: Who are they?

The MTNISTER FOR WORKS: They are
proving that the extremists, as they are
pleased to eall them, are enrrect, and they
are making it impossible for men to have
their indnsfrial conditions settled decently,
expeditionsly and efficiently and by a court
in which they will have confidence. If the

What will be

|ASSEMBLY.}

Council take a stand on this Bill, they will
prevent the industrizl workers from getting
an Act that will enable them to obtain in-
dustrial justice. I am going to make my
position perfectly plain and clear to the
trade unionists, I will let them know that
inside this Parliament, there are men en-
deavouring to prevent them from getting the
justice they are entitled to. If they cannot
get jusfice by political action, there is oniy
one other weapon available to them,
Mr. Panton: And they will use it, too.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: They
will be advised by us who have some in-
fluenee with them what to do.

?on. Sir James Mitchell: What will you
do

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
shall not pui up with this. We cannot have
men, who do not know the first thing about
the matter, taking the pelicy out of the
bands of the Government, and attempting
to frame a measure dmmetneally opposed
to the policy of the people endorsed at the
lagt electiona.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: Not at all.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
should be well understood, and I want my
position clearly understoed, and I want
those who appear to be playing fast and
loose with such important measures to know
where I shall stand, and what my adviee to
the trade unions will be if they are denied
justiee and are prevented from getting a law
under which they will be able to get their
grievances redressed.

Mr. Panton: They do not want arbitra-
tion; they want a fight.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If they
are going to join the ranks of Walsh and
those who say ‘‘If you want anything, you
must take it; yon cannot get anything but
by direct action’”

Hon. 8Sir James Mitehell:
said that.

The MINTSTER FOR WOREKS: If they
are going to frame laws that will handcuff
the workers and not allow them to get the
justice they are entitled to, the workers
must be told plainly and frankly what the
real outlook for them is. That will be done.
Let that be known. Tt might be impossible
for we to get this Bill through in anything
like reasomable form, but T want everyone
to know where I stand.

Mr. Taylor: You do not make this as a
threat?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: We want
the President to be entirely apart from the
Supreme Court. We want him to devote the
whole of his time to that ome particular
task. We want him to make a life study of
the work, That is our proposal.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: He must have
the qualifications of a judge.

The MINTSTER FOR WOREKS: We are
opposing that. We are not limiting the

Youn have just
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choice to those who have the qualifications
of a judge.

Hon. Sir .JJames Mitchell: You should
have been frank about that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hen.
member was told that plainly when the
Bill was going through this House. I have
no one definitely in mind for the position,
hut I hope the Government will take a wide
view and seour the econtinent te ensure
that the right man is obiained for the
position. There is no more important office
in this State than that of the president of
* the Arbitration Court, and it would be very
wrong if any Minister at this stage had his
mind made wp. This proposal is {o limit us
to one man.

Mr. Taylor: A judge of the Supreme
Court.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: And
one man is to constitute the court.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The unions did
favour that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
unions are not favourable to it; it has been
discussed by them many times. They have
declared against it, and it could not be ae-
cepted by the Government, I move—

That the amendment be not agreed io.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I sm as-
tonished at the remarks of the Minister for
Works. He says if he cannot get all he
wants, he iz going to take it. I do neot
know whether he thinks he will ever get leg-
islation on the statute-book if he takes up
that attitude. He has theratoned the Upper
House. I do not know what the conse-
quences will be,

The Minister for Works: They are en-
titled to know where I stand.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
think they ever had any doubt about that.
If the Minister had teld nus when the Rill
was going through the House that he had it
in mind to appoint a layman as president,
it would have helped us.

Mr. Panton: Why a man with legal train-
ing {0 arbitrate on industrial matterst What
training has a lawyer bad in industrial mat-
ters?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
Minister had said he was going to have not
a legal man, but a Iayman——

Mr, Taylor: The point ia the Council sug-
gest one man to congtitute the court instead
of three men.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, the
Minister objects to the restriction of the
choice to a judge of the SBupreme Court. A
trained legal man wonld have to be obtained
to do this work. I do not know that we
could get any more satisfactory president
than a man with the qualifications of ®
judge. In the court the president must de-
cide on the evidence.

Mr. Panton: Why cornfine the most im-
portant position in the State to one section
of the community
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Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: They are
administering the laws that laymen make,
When we appoint judges, we find it neces-
sary te appoint men having a knowledge of
the law of the land, and the same thing
applies when we appoint magistrates.

Mr. Panton; They are dealing with ques-
tions of law. Arbitration is not a questiomn
of law.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCERELL: It ia.

Mr, Panton: Ratel It is a question of
the bread and butter of the workers, and
very little butter for the present.

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
always said, and always will be said by the
leaders of the men, becauwse it keeps the
men satisfied with their leadera so long as
they say that.

Mr. Hughes: Ag long as you say other-
wise, money power will be satisfied with

you.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister, in amending the Act, has sought to
ingtitute his own ideas of what the arbitra-
tien lawa should be. He proposes to appoint
a president, but he does not want o be re-
stricted in his choice as suggested by the
Legislative Council. I confess that at one
time I thought the Jay members of the eourt
were necessary and useful, but I doubt
whether they are, Bo far us I can see they
must, by the very nature of their appoint-
ment, be partisan, the one representing the
workers of avery industry and the other re-
presenting the employers in every industry.
The president, after all, must be the decid-
ing factor. I do not kmow that the two
lay members ever agrae.

Mr. Taylor: They may help the judge.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
soppose they do agree.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: They issued an
award without the president.

Mr. Panton: And they do 80 per cent. of
the work without the president.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
news to me. I have watched the cases and
have read their remarks, and in 999 cases
out of 1,000 they do not agree on the main
questions. They may agree on matters of
detail. These members are unneecssary.
They prolong the hearing, and I doabt
whether they assist the president at all, It
would be possible to have assessors asso-
ciated with the president—men baving
special knowledge. I do not know whether
that would be a more satisfactory system. 1
believe it is the system in some of the
other States, The Minister is anxious to
amend tha Act, and I believe there are some
amendments adopted by this House and
approved by the Council that will be useful.
The Minister is very young in politics and
Ministerial office. He will find he will get
the legislation he wanta only by easy stages,
He will not pget it all in 24 hoors. Te ean-
not expect to convinee members that all he
wants is right. He wonld be well advised
to accept a fair eompromise and in another
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year endeavour te remodel the Act. He
will not by abuse persuade Parliament to
follow him, The Legislative Couneil might
well have rejected some of the Bills instead
of amending them as they did, but in
this ease they amended the Bill rather than
reject it. They were entitled to do this.

The Minister for Works: Not to amend
it from eover to cover.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They
have given the Minister much of that whieh
he wanted.

The Minister for Works:
given nothing that means mugh.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister threatens, and says if they do not
pass the law Trades Hall wants, the men
want, he wants and the Government approve
of, they must take warning that worse will
happen. He suggests that arbitration will
be set at defiance and that the court will
be closed. He eannot mean to turn out
the President, to have no hearings and to
set aside all awards.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: Tt would be foolish
to keep the President there if no one went
to the court.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELY.: Then it
would be fair to abélish arbitration.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: The Council want it
abolished.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Let us
maintain law and order. It is a responsi-
hility of Parliament to see that this is done.
No member should encourage people to dis-
obey the law. Tf arbitration is not desired
by the workers and if they have no intention
of obeying the law cur dunty is clear. Untold
misery follows in the train of strikes. We
know what the blockage and siege at Fre-
mantle meant to the workers. They must
have lost thousands of pounds, and trade has
been disloeated. We want something that
will be aceeptable to both seetions. Ounr
laws should be framed so as to make for
Jjustice all ronnd.

Mr. Marshall: WHere is there any jus-
tice in arbitration?

Hen., Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1If the
hon. member had his own way the law
would be bad enovgh., Tf the Minister haas
in mind that a Tegal man ghall not be presi-
dent of the court he has a right to say what
he wants, but to say that, wnless the Coun-
eil grive him power to do as he pleases some-
thing worse will happen, is wrong. It is
better that & man with legal training should
be made president. The trouble is that the
Judges are not permanently engaged in that
work. We should have a permanent presi-
dent, 2nd this would give us more satisfac-
tory results. Tt is the work of the president
that counts. The Minister wovld be well
advised to approach this maftter in a A4if-
ferent spirit. We are just as keen as he is on
having a court that will function and hold
the halanece fairly hetween the various par-
ties, at the same time making for industrial
peace and contentment. We do not want a
repetition of the Walsh incident at Fre-
mantle.

They have
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Mr.
dent,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
pleased that our champion held his own.
And we do not want any Walshes in this
House. Mewnbers of the Council are satie-
fied with the work they have done.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: It is well done in
the interests of the wealthy people who sent
them therec.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
an unfair statement, They do not represent
the rich men. They represent the married
men and the thrifty men. Every man io the
vountry can have a vote for the Legislative
Couneil if he wishes.

Marshall:  Or the Colebateh inei-

Mr. Panton: They represent the Em-
ployers’ Federation.

Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
not pgoing to have the Upper House
maligned.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: That is my opinion
and I am not afraid to express il.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is a
Houge composed of men who are doing their
daty to the country.

Hon. 8. W, Mungie:
well!

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: All the
wisdom is not centred in any one Chamber,
Hon. 8. W. Mungie: I do not say it is.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
are some excellent men there.

Hon. 8. W. Mungie: Of course, and they
have done their work splendidly from their
point of view.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Not al-
together from mine, but they have dome it
honestly and are entitled to the respect of
this House. It is not te be wondered at if
they have not agreed with the Minister.
Time and again in this House he has refused
peint blank to get on to the right track and
improve his own Bill.

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: They have given us
nothing that we asked for,

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I do
not know that they should have done so. T
think they were right in making many of
the amendments, 1 agree that we do not
need the lay members of the court, and that
we ghould have a permanent president. It
in a matter of opinion asx to whether the
president shonld be a layman or a judge.
The Minister evidently thinks he can get a
better man from the ranks of laymen. That
may be so. There is no need to abuse
people, We should live together and work
together in peace and poodwill. T am going
to give the Alinister a little advice.

The Minizter for Works: Yon have been
giving me a lceture.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: T Qdid
not intend to—not that you do not need it.

The Minister for Works: You are a
master of tacties,

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: There is
a saying that ‘‘ensy does it.”’ The Min-
ister’s way will not do much. T hope the
Committee will not approve of his attitude.

They have done it
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Hig violent speech I know was not the result
of serious deliberation, but was spoken on
the spur of the moment,

Mr. Papton: He was very moderate to-
pight compared with what some of the work-
ers are saying outside, regarding these
amendments,

Hen. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL:
guite understand that.

Mr. Panton: And those are the men who
will snffer.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: You will
always find men with extreme views.

Mr. Panton: But T am not speaking of
people holding extreme views. [ speak of
the workers who will be affected.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
worker is cntitled to decent conditions,
decent wages and constant employment.

Mr. Panton: You are talking about
Heaven now, not whai the workers are
getting.

Hoen, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: In any
cage they are entitled to all that. There
are some men like Walsh.

Mr. Panton: We are talking about the
majority of workers, not of the Walsh’s.

Hon, Sir JAMES MIT(HELL: I hope
that the Minister will do what he can to
gecure the appointment of a permanent
president who will bave all the protection
that a judpe of the Supreme Court enjoys.
I admit that the choice of the Minister will
be limited to the legal profession, but the
Minigter himself will have the duty of ap-
pointing the president,

Mr. DAVY: 1 do not agree with the
amendment proposed by the Couneil, nor did
T think the proposal of the Minister was
eorrect. I believe that my own proposal
was the best. I agree with the Minister that
it is essential that the court shall funetion
properly. I think there should be a per-
manent president who would carry out the
duties attached to that position and none
other. He should have the same security as
a judge of the Supreme Court and ahould be
appointed on such terms that he need have
no fear regarding changes of Governments.
It is essential that the president shall be a
lawyer, more particularly in view of the
Workers’ Compensation Act Amendment
Bill which will make the Arbitration Court
the one court of appeal from the loeal courts
on matteras arising out of that legislation.
The Minister himself said that there was no
more difficult or highly technical piece of
legislation than the Workers’ Compensation
Act. The Bill before Parliament will not
simplify that Aet, but will still further
complicate it. A lawyer is trained fo deal
with these mattera and it is more essential
than ever that the president who will have
to deal with the legal points that will be
involved in the appeals, shall be a man
trained in the law. If 2 layman were ap-
pointed to the position there would be sick-
ening confusion regarding workera’ eompen-

I ean
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sation matters. The Arbitration Court will
have to deal with appeals from industrial
magistrates, and there again, legal points
will be involved that will require tha atten-
tion of a trained legal man.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you say
that a judge is the man to decide wages
and conditions for plambera?

AMr. DAVY: I say that the judge is n
man trained to weigh evidence brought ba-
fore him. A lawyer is gpecially trained in
that dircction. If the Minister insists on
having a plumber fo sit on the beach when
dealing with the plumbing trade, and an
engine-driver to act as president when
matters affecting ongine-drivers are dealt
with, he will have to dispemse with the
permanent president of the court and
appoint shifting presidents, one man sit-
ting for one ease and another man for
another and so on.

Mr. Miilington: You do not think a per-
son in that position should pranounce judg:
ment lefore hearing evidence?

Mr. DAVY: Certainly not.

Mr. Millington: That was dore by a
judge before the hearing of an application
was eommenced. He was a lawyer.

Mr. DAVY: I do not say that all lawyers
are sgensible, bnt the faet remaina that
lawyers are men trained to deal with this
class of work.

The Premier: Wages affceting four or
five times the nomber of employees here are
fixed in Vietoria by wages boards on which
no judge aits.

Mr, DAVY: That may be so. The Min-
ister himself said that all should come down
the one spout, and he set vp wages boards—
he did not refer to them as sneh—that would
be subordinate {o the Arbitration Court,
which would be the head of the system.
While T do not agree with the Council’s
amendment, [ trust that some way may be
found of effecting & compromise. 1 hope
that a permanent pregident will be zp-
pointed and that he will ke a lawyer, not
necessarily a judge of the Supreme Court.
Even if the Government appointed a lawyer
who had taken some part in polities, such
an appointment would meet with appproval.

[Mr. Pantor took the Chair.]

Mr. HUGHES: The member for West
Perth scems to suffer from the delusion that
lawyers are a sgection of the communmity
apart. He seema to think they are specially
trained. From what T know of lawvers
they do not appear to me to be more broad-
minded than any other section of the com-
munity. Wateh them in their private life
and you will find they have the same fanlts
as the rest of the community.

Mr. Davy: The same thing applies to
plumhers and engineers.

Mr. HUGRES: The hon. member’s con-
tention would be good if he declared that
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only an engirne-driver or a plumber should
it on the court. DBut reverting to lawyers,
I know some who do f{oolish things just as
well an do otker people. 1 have seen an
astute lawyer put on a horse all the money
he had carned in the vreek, only to find that
the lhorse was as dead as a dodn. To hold
up lawyers and declare that they are a
broad-minded elass who sit down and weigh
facts, and who are able to give us an indus-
trin]l paradise as no other section of the
community would be able to do—

Mr. Davy: I never used the word ‘‘class.’’

Mr. HUGHES: That was the tenor of the
hon. member’s remarks. The duty of a
lawyer is to prove that white is white.

Mr. Davy: You seem to have had an ex-
traordinary experience of the legal profes-
gion.

Mr. HUGHES: It bhas been a revelation
to me to find a lJawyer in the court before
lunch pleading that a certain matter should
not have been taken into court and after
dinner telling the same magistrate in an-
other case and in which he appeared on the
other side, that that was a serious offence
in which the peace of the commumity was
menaced. That is the kind of training the
hon. member says is essential the president
of the Arhitration Court should have. The
duty of a Jawyer is to win his case, honestly
if he can. We know that during a cele-
brated trial recently, in which it took many
days to present evidence to the court, the
verdict of the jury showed that they beliaved
the evidence to be a pack of lies,

Mr. Davy: What does that prove?

Mr. HUGHES: That lawyers do not al-
ways weigh the facts from hoth sides.

Mr. Davy: Do you mean that the cvidenee
wag manufactured by the lawyers?

Mr. HUGHES: I bave a suspicion that
the jury thought it was.

Mr. Davy: Do you mean that it was?

Mr. HUGHES: I think the jury thought
it was manufactured, beeause they refused
to accept it. We want a man on the bench
who has a broad sympathy with homanity,
a man who has some training of the worla.

Mr. North: Mr. Justice Higgins is an ex-
ception, I suppose.

Mr. HUGHES: I would not say that be-
cause 4 man is a lawyer he is not fit to be
on the bench, and I wonld not say that law-
vers should be exeluded. We want a man
who has been outside in the hurly-burly of
life, an@ who knows something of the strug-
gle for existence on the part of the people.
Ts it contended that because a man has not
a professional training that he is not capable
of reasoning? Do not commereial men
think out and weigh facta and also the
prospects of success as against the prospects
of failure? If we want to get the best man
possible we must pive the Government the
widest possible choice.
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Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment not agreed to.

Amendments 8 to 12, consequential on
amendment 7, were not agreed te.

No. 13, Clauss 14, paragraph (b).—De-
lete sub-paragraph (i) and delete *‘the Mio-
igter’’ in last line of sub-paragraph (iv.),
and insert in lieu thereof ¢‘a commis-
sioner.’’

The MINISTER FOR WORES: This
amendment takes away from the Minister
the power to refer a dispute to the court.
This power is contained ir the FEastern
States Aects, and if it had beea in exist-
ence in Western Australia during the recent
trouble at Fremantle, it would have been
possible for the Minister to refer the Fre-
mantle trouble to the court, I move—

That the amendment be nol agreed fo.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-

ment not agreed to.

No. 14. Clause 15, line 5.—Delete the’
words ‘‘or the president, as the case may
be.”? .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This is
consequential. T move—
That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question passed; the
ment not agreed to.

Couneil’s amend-

No. 15, Clause 16.—Tnsert ‘‘or’’ after
‘'the Miniater’’ in line 2-:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment refers to an omission. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Counmncil’s amend-

ment agreed to.

No. 16, <Clause 17.—Delete all words
after ‘‘ Act,’’ in line 5:

The MINISTER FOR WORES: This
amendment deals with the appearance of
lawyers in court when cases are brought
for enforcement or breach. 1 am against
having lanr%ers mixed vp with such argu-
ments, and I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr., DAVY: This subject was discussed
here previously in the Committee stage, and
it was pointed out that the effect of the
clanse was to take away from a man charged
with a quasi-eriminal offence the assistance
of 2 man shilled in defence. That is the
grossest kind of injustice. The unions them-
selves are at times only too delighted to in-
voke the aid of solicitors to argue legal
points. Surely when unjons feel that need,
the right should not be denied@ to 3 man
who is liable to be fined. Enforcement cases
are practieally always matters of legal in-
terpretation, and frequently of a Thighly
technical nature.
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Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . .. .. 20
Noes .. .- . .. 12
Majority for 8
AYES.
Mr, Apgwio Mr. Marsball
Mr, Chesson Mr. McCallum
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Millington
Mr. Colller Mr. Munsie
Mr. Coverley Mr. Bleeman
Mr. Cunaingham Mr. Troy
Mr. Hughes Mr. A. Wauosbrough
Mr, Kennedy Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lamond Mr., Witbera
Mr, Lutey Mr. Wilson
(Teller.)
NoES.
Mr. Brown Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Dary Mr. North
Mr. Depton Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Grifitha Mr. Taylor
Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr. Tecesdale
Mr. Maley Mr. Richardeson
(Tellar.)
Palk.
AYES. Nogs.
Mr. Lambert [ Mr, Angelo
Question thus passed; the Council's

amendment mot agreed to.

No. 17. Clause 21—After the word
f"workers’’ in line 7, imsert ‘‘or indus-
trial union of employers?’:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment merely provides that an in-
dustrial uwnion of employers may also
petition for a special board of demareca-
tion. To show a spirit of compromise, I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to,

Question passed; the Couneil’s ‘amenad-
ment agreed to.

No. 18. Clause 22—Delete the words
‘‘thinks necessary or,”’ in line 8, and
ingert ‘‘directs as':

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: Again

te show that we are anxious to
compromise with the Upper House, I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to,
Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.
No. 19. Clause 24—Delete:
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
clause deals with the power of the court

to make its decisions retrospective., 1
move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
altogether objeet to retrospective awards.
There bave heen times when the parties
have agreed that awarde should be made
retrospective, But surely where a dispute
ariges between a manufacturer and his
workmen, it cannot be expected that the
manufacturer should go on selling his
goods at a price based on the eurrenc rate
of wages if he may find himself ecalled
upon, later, to pay higher wages retro-
spectively. The manufacturer stands to
lose in such cireumstances; and if he
bages his selling price on the ratio of the

‘men’s citation, it i an injustice fo the

public. The Committee should not agree
te make awards retrogpective.

Queostion passed; the Council’s amend-
ment not agreed fo.

No. 20. Clause 25—Delete:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
is tbe eclause Dbinding the employer
whether he is engaged in the indugtry or
not. The elause was ridiculed in another
place, but the President of the Arbitra-
tion Court has pointed out that if a firm
like Foy & Gibson—he mentioned the
name¢—employed painters to paint their
premises, they could not be compelled to
pay award rates, simply because they
were not engaged in the industry.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: Would the
clause apply to a man bronght in to Jo
a bit of rongh painting?¥

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
unions are too busy to look after that
man. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed fo.

Mr. DAVY: Naturally, I see in the
clanse a personal application to myself
and other persons like myself, Suppose I
wani a hedge chopped out in my garden,
and I telephone the Labour Bureau for a
man, and a man is sent along. I ask him
his wages, and he replies, ‘‘Fifteen shil-
lings 3 day.’’ He does the job for me,
and later I find that he is classified as a
timber hewer and has to get 18s. a day.
He can come back on me years after-
wards and c¢laim from me the balance of
3s. for each day’s work. That is an un-
justifiable burden ou the private indivi-
dual who wants an odd job done. Not
being engaged in the partienlar trade, he
knows nothing about the conditions and
rates of wages governing the work. The
question of wages would not be of great
importance, but all sorts of other con-
sideratione may come into the question,

Question passed; the Counecil’s amend-
ment not agreed to.

No. 21. Clause 28, Subclause (2)—
After ‘‘re-hearing’’ in line 2 of subclause,
insert ‘‘or by case atated.’’
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The MINISTER I'OR WORKS: I Mr. DAVY: But this will apply also to
move— perfectly legitimate cases. If a father and

That {ho amendment be agreed to.

This is deahag with appeals from the
board to the court. The amendment pre-
vides an alternative procedure.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed fto.

No. 22, Clause 30—Delete ‘“think fit"’
in line 8 and insert ‘‘direct’”:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
JSioVe—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to,

No. 23, Clause 30—In second provise
ingert at end of first line the words *‘the
first’’ and the second line, after ‘‘award”
iosert ‘‘and after the expiration of any
subsequent period of 12 months,’’ and
after the word ‘‘vary,” in last line, in-
sert ‘‘or reseind.''

The MINISTER FOR
move— '

That the amendment be agreed to.

This is dealing .with the power of the
court to issue an award that, while ex-
tending over threc years, cun be revised
at the end of the first 12 months, The
amendment proposes that the award may
be revised also at the end of the second
12 months,

WORES: I

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
menf agreed to.

No. 24, Clause 32—Dclete proviso to
Subsection (i) of propoesed new Section
83:

No.25. Clavse 32, Subsection (2} of pro-
posed new Section 83—Delete the following
words: —*‘and to the power of the court to
give retrospective effect to its awards and
orders.*’

The MINISTER FOB WORKS: I move—

That these lwo amendments bs not
agreed to..

These, again, deal with the principle of re-
trosnection, and are conseguent on the other
decigions.

Question passed; the Couneil’s amend-

ments not agreed to.
No. 26. Clause 33--Delete Subclause 3,
The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I move—
That the amendment be not agreed to.

This deals with an employer who issues
shares in his business to his employees, who
being then pariners in the business are not
subject to any award, but can work what
hours they like. This, of course, imposes
unfair competition on a just employer.

his three sons go inte the baking business,
this meang that the law will dictate to them
what hours they are to work, and will punish
them if they work more than the prescribed
hours.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
was never a law that did not inflict hard-
ghip on somebody. To-day the employer
who issues shares to his employees can get
outside the award altogether. What chance
of achieving success against such competi-
tion has a man who earriezs on his business
in aceordance with the lawf As for the
case quoted by Mr. Davy, a man should not
be permitted to sweat even his own children.

Mr. Davy: Suppose he is a single man
entirely on his ¢wn, with ro one to help him,
it applies to him, too.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I admit
there will be exceptional cases in which
hardship will be caused, but every law oper-
ates in that way.

Mr. E, B, Johnston: He cannot keep his
shop open under the Shops Act.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
go. On the whole, it gives the protection de-
gired.

Question passed; the Oouneil’s amend-
ment not agreed to,

Progress reported.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Council's Reguested Amendments.

Message from the Council received and
read requesting the Council to make amend-
ments ag follows:—Request No. 1. Clause
2, Subelanse 1, strike out ‘‘twopence’’ and
“tingert ‘‘one penny.’’ Request No. 2.
Clause 8, delete this clanse. Request No. 3.
Clause 8, delete this clanse.

The Minister for Works: Now the fun
starts.

On motion by the Premier, the considera-
tion of the message was made an order of
the day for the next sitting,

ADJOURNMENT—-CLOSE OF SESSION.

The PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—Bonl-
der) [10.44]: I move—

That the House al itz rising adjourn
until to-morvow (Friday) at 3 p.m.

Question put and passed.

Houge adjourned at 10.45 p.m,




